
The Changing State of Higher Ed
Emerging Trends Impacting the Industry

Student spending on 
course materials has 

dropped nearly

 38%
30%
of students don’t 

acquire all required 
course materials.5Loss of nearly  

$6
billion

for the academic
publishing
industry

3,4,6

Student Spending

this
decade.4

“Students are actually spending less on college course materials than
we have seen them spend before.… We saw that students spent about 

$413 across the academic year on course materials [in 2019]. 
Ten years ago, that number was closer to $700.” 6

Brittany Conley
Research Analyst, On Campus Research for the National Association of College Stores (NACS)
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cengage.com

Cengage is 
Outperforming 
Other Publishers
Since the launch of Cengage Unlimited 
in 2018, Cengage has gained market 
share and minimized revenue decline 
more effectively than the rest of the 
academic publishing industry.7

Enrollment 
Trends

Student enrollment 
has dropped more than 

2 million
students 
this decade1,2,3   
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2019 Industry Impact7
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaeltnietzel/2019/12/16/college-enrollment-declines-again-its-down-more-than-two-million-students-in-this-decade/#3caa3d743d95
https://nscresearchcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/CTEE_Report_Fall_2019.pdf
https://nscresearchcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/CurrentTermEnrollment-Fall2012.pdf
https://www.oncampusresearch.org/student-watch
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